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Washington,  D.  C.,  October  1 , 1915 . 

Gentlemen  : In  compliance  with  your  order,  I have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Jnue  30,  1915,  together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed  value  of  the 
taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  and  certain  suggestions  and 
recommendations  looking  toward  the  improvement  of  the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894  (28  Stat.,  283),  pro- 
vides that  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed 
every  three  years.  The  triennial  assessment  now  in  force  is  for  the 
fiscal  years  1915,  1916,  and  1917.  The  assessment  beginning  July  1, 
1914 — i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal  year  1915 — is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $208,  085,  318.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 182,  013,  531.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915 390,  098,  849.  00 

Real-estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  Washington 
City  and  County 5,  851,  482.  74 


For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $169,  212,  099.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 175,  912,  045.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914 345, 124, 144.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  Washington 

City  and  County 5, 176,  862. 16 

^Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914 1,  230,  091.  87 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax 6,  406,  954.  03 


IT 

Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915. 

^.Personal  property  at  1^  per  cent 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  less  interest 

^ paid  depositors 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

“Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Gas-light  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

cJ  National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

■<  Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

i Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 

^ Washington  Market  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits. 
Georgetown  Barge  & Dock,  Elevator  & Railway  Co.,  5 per  cent  on 
gross  earnings 


$517,  962.  35 
22, 161.  76 

15,  810. 11 
75,  875.  80 
71,  822.  05 

118,  240.  65 

119,  398.  26 
132,  263.  04 
201,  570.  74 

465.  74 

256.  81 


Total 1,  275,  827.  31 

7"  Increase  of  1915  over  1914  personal-tax  levy 45,  735.  43 

^ Number  of  personal-tax  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 

1915 18,198 
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Summary  of  new  buildings,  additions , improvements , etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
1915  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1916. 


Assessment  of  new  buildings $8,  490,  400 

Additions  and  improvements 813,  400 

Conduits,  railroads,  etc 123,010 


Total  assessment 9,  426,  810 

Off 159,  000 


Remaining  assessment 


9,  267,  810 


Buildings  exempt  from  taxation. 

United  States 1,  990,  000 

District  of  Columbia 778,  700 

Churches,  schools,  etc 552,000 

Total 3,  320,  700 

Recapitulation. 

Remaining  assessment 9,267,810 

Exempt  from  taxation 3,  320,  700 

Net  assessment  (taxable) 5,  947, 110 

Number  of  new  buildings. 

Brick 1,326 

Frame 325 

Metal,  concrete,  etc 208 

Total 1,859 

Number  of  buildings  removed 274 

Increase  in  number  of  buildings 1,  585 


Comparison  of  annual  assessment  of  improvements  for  the  fiscal  years  1904  to  1916, 

inclusive. 


Year. 

Assess- 
ment of 
new  build- 
ings. 

Additions 

and 

improve- 

ments. 

Conduits, 

railroads, 

etc. 

Total. 

Off. 

Remain- 

ing. 

Exempt. 

Net  assess- 
ment 
(taxable). 

1904 

$5, 761,600 

81,008,500 

8127, 945 

86,898,045 

8320,345 

86, 577,  700 

81,917,800 

84,659,900 

1905 

5,983,100 

1, 153, 000 

12, 300 

7, 148, 400 

339, 500 

6,808,900 

1,214, 700 

5,594,200 

1906 

4, 606, 500 

847,900 

73, 346 

5, 527,  746 

305, 800 

5,221,946 

259,900 

4,962,046 

1907 

13, 331,000 

816, 042 

108,642 

14, 255, 684 

386, 800 

13, 868,  884 

5,166,000 

8,  702, 884 

1908 

6, 609, 900 

594, 500 

1,283,471 

8, 487, 871 

294, 900 

8, 192, 971 

243, 800 

7,949,171 

1909 

6,601,500 

651, 100 

1,281,670 

8, 534, 270 

552,900 

7,981,370 

418,200 

7,563,170 

1910 

11,391,500 

638, 200 

171,  707 

12,201,407 

221,300 

11,980, 107 

3, 693, 600 

8, 286,  507 

1911 

10, 136, 400 

2, 076, 500 

165,  710 

12,376,110 

296,200 

12, 079, 910 

1,306,200 

10,  773, 710 

1912 

8, 603, 600 

1, 483, 000 

150,660 

10, 237, 260 

589, 500 

9, 647,  760 

945, 100 

8, 702, 660 

1913 

8, 293, 250 

2,032,700 

179,550 

10, 505, 500 

419,550 

10, 085, 950 

603,600 

9,482,350 

1914 

6, 625, 350 

1,971,050 

154, 412 

8,  750, 812 

321,100 

8, 429, 712 

1,117,200 

7,312, 512 

1915 

7,566,500 

1, 148, 500 

51,  769 

8,  766,  769 

778,900 

7,987,869 

2, 405,600 

5, 582, 269 

1916 

8, 490, 400 

813, 400 

123, 010 

9, 426, 810 

159,000 

9,267,810 

3,320,700 

5,947,110 
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Assessments  of  land  and  improvements , District  of  Columbia,  from.  1879  to  1915,  inclusive , 

as  shown  in  yearly  reports. 


Year. 

Land. 

Improvements. 

Total. 

1879  

$45,  760,  764 
45, 940, 296 

$41,884,525 
42, 040,  060 

$87, 645, 289 

1880  

87, 980, 356 
88, 953, 078 
90, 308, 495 
92,533,  665 
90,  848, 674 
93,  502, 464 
96, 053, 329 
108,302,101 
111,744,830 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888  . 

1889 

56, 585, 903 
76,  714,  819 
76, 561,141 
76,  441, 028 

58, 899,  450 
60,  901, 600 
65, 049,  750 
69, 010, 250 
71, 096,  250 
78, 587,  421 
79,938, 471 
80,  969, 333 
75,656,925 
78,300, 425 
80,  254,  525 
77,  730, 886 
80,470,235 
83, 945,  044 
89, 390, 375 
94, 182, 180 
98,695,716 

115, 485, 353 
137,626,419 
141, 609, 891 
145,481,278 
147, 024, 276 
191,417,804 
192,555,  046 
188,922,343 
180, 376, 908 
181,256,284 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

75, 928, 026 
112,830,383 
112,616,575 
107, 953,  010 
104,  719,  983 
102,955,859 
102,901,846 
98,836,663 
98,881,576 
98,580,564 
119, 129, 061 
119, 068, 238 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

183, 156, 371 
176,567,549 
180, 334,641 
182,525,608 
208,519,436 
213, 250,  418 
217,608,296 
239, 461,985 
247,306,494 
255, 324,  834 
276,590, 774 
285, 153,  771 
293, 389, 839 
330,322, 487 
339, 198,  990 
345, 124, 144 
390,098,849 

1900 

l°oi . 

i9G2. . : 

1003 

iroi 

1905 : 

118,912,580 
136, 843, 419 
136,  774, 399 
137,200,589 
151,413,882 

1906 

102,  618, 566 
110,532, 095 
118, 124, 245 

1907 

1908 

1909 

125, 176,  892 
133,441,805 
142, 441,526 
160, 674, 006 
170,045,005 
175, 912, 045 
182, 013, 531 

1910 

151,711,966 

1911 

150, 948, 313 

1912 

169,648,481 
169, 153,  985 
169, 212,099 
208, 085, 318 

1913 

1914 

1915 

After  the  publication  of  the  reports,  the  figures  for  certain  years 
were  modified  as  follows: 


Year. 

Land. 

Improvements. 

Total. 

1909 

$151, 887, 660 
151,616, 821 
208,  279, 494 

$125, 683, 292 
143, 150,  726 
182, 029, 784 

$277,570,952 
294,767,547 
390,309, 278 

1911 

1915 

The  amount  of  special-assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915.  The  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year  was  9,508. 


Assessment  and  permit  work $149,  391. 10 

Paving  road  ays 30,215.14 

Improvements  and  repairs 4,  370.  92 

Construction  of  suburban  roads 3,  603. 43 

Main  and  pipe  and  suburban  sewers f 16. 03 


Assessments  levied  by  juries  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 


1915: 

Street  extensions 56,  263. 17 

Minor  streets  and  alleys 5,  692.  69 


$188,  396.  62 


61,  955.  £6 


Total 


250,  352. 48 
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PERSONAL  TAX  LEVY. 

The  total  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1915  amounted  to  $1,275,827.31. 
The  assessed  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  1915  amounted  to  $34,530,823.  This 
amount  was  levied  upon  jewelry  and  household  furniture  (above  the 
exemption),  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock  in  trade,  horses,  cattle, 
vehicles,  boats,  etc.  Every  citizen,  association,  corporation,  firm,  or 
company  in  the  District  is  required  to  make  a return,  under  affidavit, 
on  a schedule  to  be  furnished  by  the  assessor,  of  all  tangible  personal 
property  and  all  general  merchandise  or  stock  in  trade  owned  or  held 
in  trust  or  otherwise  subject  to  taxation.  Notice  that  the  blank 
schedule  is  ready  for  distribution  is  required  by  law  to  be  advertised 
three  successive  secular  days.  The  period  for  filing  returns  is  during 
the  month  of  July  and  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  August.  In  order 
to  acquaint  the  public  with  the  period  for  making  returns,  this  office, 
with  the  help  of  the  police  department,  distributed  about  40,000 
notices  during  July,  1915. 

In  the  work  of  levying  assessments  on  personal  property  the  apprais- 
ers experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  placing  proper  values  on  auto- 
mobiles because  of  the  practice  of  transferring  numbers  from  the  old  cars 
to  the  new  ones.  There  are  without  doubt  many  machines  which  each 
year  escape  with  a small  assessment,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
many  cases  of  persons  who  have  purchased  second-hand  cars,  but  this 
office  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  that  such  is  the  case,  with  the  result 
that  an  assessment  is  levied  far  beyond  the  actual  value  of  the  car. 

This  office  again  strongly  urges  the  necessity  for  the  registration  of 
all  machines,  and  that  new  tags  be  issued  annually,  or  that  a law  be 
passed  requiring  the  payment  of  an  annual  fee  based  on  the  horse- 
power of  the  machine,  this  fee  to  be  in  lieu  of  a personal  tax.  The 
amount  of  tax  would  remain  the  same  each  year  as  long  as  the  ma- 
chine was  in  use,  and  this  office  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  result 
in  an  increased  revenue  to  the  District  and  do  away  entirely  with  the 
question  of  depreciation  of  the  value  of  the  car  for  assessment  pur- 
poses. It  would  also  relieve  the  board  of  appeals  of  the  most  annoy- 
ing form  of  appeal  from  personal-tax  assessments.  The  appeals 
from  assessments  on  automobiles  now  take  a very  large  part  of  the 
time  of  the  board  in  its  hearings. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  a regulation  be  adopted  requiring 
owners  of  motor  boats  and  sailing  vessels  (except  those  engaged  in 
interstate  commerce)  to  procure  annually  a tag  number  for  the  pur- 
pose of  identification. 

The  assessment  and  collection  of  personal  taxes  under  the  law  of 
1902  have  been  as  follows: 


Year. 

Tax  value. 

Collected 
during  year. 

1903 

$563, 533. 06 
637,415.61 

$471,954.26 
630, 750. 02 

1904 

1905 

666, 247.  20 

725,698.22 

696,438.26 

752,492.59 

821,933.04 

931,160.91 

1906 

724, 334. 69 
805, 688. 00 
863, 882. 10 
919,453.28 
1,007,022.41 
1,089,540.79 
1,131,945.63 

1.195.055.30 
1,230,091.87 

1.275. 827.31 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1,000,605.81 

1,058,790.14 

1.098.505.88 
1,130, 840.52 
1,164,918.73 

1.111.827. 88 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 ; 
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TAXES  ON  PUBLIC-UTILITY  CORPORATIONS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  amounts  of  both  personal  and  real 
estate  taxes  assessed  against  corporations  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  fiscal  year  1915.  The  amounts  total  about  10  per  cent  of  the 
District  revenues. 


Personal. 

Real  estate. 

Total. 

Steam  railroads  and  sleeping-car  companies 

Street  railroads 

$3,949.80 
201,570.74 
118, 240.65 
75, 875.  80 
71,822.05 
494. 67 

$171,259. 92 
34, 967. 88 
57, 775.35 
18,436.01 
17, 723.00 
1,110.23 

$175, 209.  72 
236,538.62 
176,016.00 
94,311.81 
89, 545. 05 
1,604.90 

Gas  companies 

Potomac  Electric  Power  Co 

Telephone  companies 

Telegraph  companies 

Total 

471,953.71 

301, 272. 39 

773, 226. 10 

YEARLY  ASSESSMENT. 

Real  estate  is  assessed  triennially  (28  Stat.,  282)  at  not  less  than 
two- thirds  of  its  true  value  (act  of  July  1,  1902)  by  the  board  of 
three  assistant  assessors  (28  Stat.,  282). 

The  triennial  assessment  of  1915  and  1917  has  been  in  force  for 
one  year,  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  on  the  new 
triennial  assessment  for  the  years  1918-1920.  The  time  of  hearing 
of  appeals  for  the  next  triennial  assessment  will  be  during  the  spring 
of  1917.  The  yearly  assessment  against  all  new  buildings  and  im- 
provements and  all  resubdivisions  of  land  was  completed  within  the 
required  time  and  amounted  to  about  $6,000,000. 

A complete  assessment  for  the  entire  District  every  three  years 
has  been  the  requirement  of  law  since  1883.  Under  the  act  of 
August  14,  1894,  this  assessment  was  made  by  three  persons,  con- 
stituting a permanent  board  of  assessors.  Previous  to  1894  assess- 
ments were  made  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1883,  in  which  the 
District  was  divided  into  12  districts,  with  a resident  assessor  for 
each  district. 

This  office  again  urges  the  necessity  of  yearly  assessments.  A 
triennial  assessment  or  an  assessment  over  any  series  of  years  is 
applicable  to  localities  where  values  change  but  little  from  year  to 
year.  In  all  the  large  cities,  however,  it  has  been  found  to  be  better 
administration  to  have  yearly  assessments.  If  property  be  assessed 
each  year,  the  period  of  appeal  will  then  become  well  known,  and  in 
case  of  any  unequal  assessments  or  changes  in  values  the  remedy 
can  be  applied  the  following  year  instead  of  waiting  three  years,  as  is 
now  the  case. 

FULL-VALUE  ASSESSMENTS. 

In  nearly  all  States  and  cities  the  law  requires  assessments  to  be 
made  at  full  market  value.  While  this  may  not  be  done  in  practice, 
still  the  requirement  of  full  value  as  opposed  to  any  fractional  value 
commends  itself  as  good  administration.  It  enables  the  taxpayer 
to  tell  at  a glance  without  mental  calculation  what  value  has  been 
placed  on  his  property  and  enables  him  to  make  a ready  comparison 
with  other  properties. 

Rates  are  fixed  after  the  assessment  is  completed  so  that  a frac- 
tional assessment  will  require  a higher  rate  and  will  not  lower  the 
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tax.  A full-value  assessment  will  therefore  give  the  lowest  tax  rate, 
will  tend  to  equality  in  assessments,  will  do  away  with  unnecessary 
calculations,  and  would  prevent  in  many  cases  misapprehension  as  to 
the  true  basis  of  the  assessments. 

TRUE  CONSIDERATION  IN  DEEDS. 

During  the  last  five  years  several  thousand  sales  of  real  estate 
have  been  gathered  and  tabulated  as  an  aid  to  the  assessment  of 
property.  This  work  has  been  done  by  the  assessors,  assisted  by 
one  record  clerk.  The  need  of  such  data  in  the  assessment  of  real 
estate  is  of  course  imperative,  and  as  bearing  on  this  I quote  here- 
with from  the  report  of  the  committee  on  taxation  and  assessment, 
published  in  the  eighteenth  annual  report  of  the  Washington  Board 
of  Trade: 

The  equalization  of  taxes  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  be  more  nearly 
reached  if  the  board  of  assessors  were  in  possession  of  statistical  data  relating  to  real 
estate  that  would  give,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  actual  figures  upon  which  transfers 
are  made,  rather  than  personal  opinions  (as  is  now  the  case)  of  members  of  the  board  of 
assessors,  or  of  any  expert  testimony  on  values  they  may  be  able  to  command.  It  is 
believed  by  your  committee  that  much  more  definite,  accurate,  and  reliable  valua- 
tions can  be  provided  for  under  such  regulations  as  will  insure  uniform  and  continued 
prosecution  of  the  work. 

To  insure  uniformity  and  continued  effort  in  gathering  this  data,  your  committee 
believes  that  the  work  should  be  ordered  and  prosecuted  under  an  act  of  Congress. 

The  assessors  have  found  most  owners  and  many  of  the  real  estate 
men  willing  and  even  anxious  to  help  them  in  the  collection  of  data, 
but  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  collect  all  sales  and  ascertain  the 
facts  bearing  on  them  even  with  a larger  force  of  field  assistants.  The 
time  consumed  in  following  up  one  large  or  important  sale  is  some- 
times very  great  and  this  office  feels  that  aid  is  needed  from  Congress 
in  a manner  heretofore  suggested,  namely,  to  require  the  considera- 
tion to  be  carried  in  the  deed,  or  to  compel  the  owner  to  file  an  affi- 
davit with  this  office  as  to  the  true  consideration,  to  be  used  only  by 
the  assessors  as  an  aid  in  their  work. 

COMPARISONS  BETWEEN  SALES  AND  ASSESSED  VALUE. 

Although  this  office  is  not  in  the  possession  of  all  sales  made  within 
the  District  of  Columbia  during  the  last  five  years,  still  the  office  has  a 
fairly  accurate  estimate  of  what  such  sales  amount  to  and  has  gath- 
ered with  considerable  accuracy  sales  relating  to  acreage  property, 
sales  within  the  business  section,  within  the  high-class  residential 
section  of  the  northwest,  and  within  the  high-class  subdivisions  west 
of  Rock  Creek,  as  well  as  within  the  heart  of  the  northeast,  southeast, 
and  southwest.  These  sales  amount  to  about  $35,000,000,  and  the 
basis  of  assessment  is  about  8 per  cent  greater  than  the  sales.  The 
following  table  will  show  a comparison  by  sections  and  also  by  years: 

Acreage,  or  unsubdivided  property,  which  sold  for  $2,630,918  during  the  last  five 
years,  is  assessed  on  a basis  of  $3,175,348. 

Real  estate  bounded  by  B Street  and  Missouri  Avenue  on  the  south,  Fifteenth,  and 
Sixteenth  Streets,  and  Vermont  Avenue  on  the  west,  K Street  on  the  north,  and 
Fifth  Street,  Indiana  Avenue,  and  First  Street  on  the  east,  sold  for  $14,463,204,  while 
the  basis  of  assessment  is  $16,017,444. 

Property  in  the  section  bounded  by  E,  Sixth,  K,  and  Twelfth  Streets,  NE.,  was 
sold  at  $1,073,060,  the  basis  of  assessment  being  $1,071,166. 

In  the  section  bounded  by  B Street  south,  C Street  north,  Second  and  Seventh 
Streets  east,  real  estate  with  an  assessment  basis  of  $460,611  sold  for  $402,875. 
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Real  estate  in  the  section  bounded  by  I,  C,  Sixth,  and  Twelfth  Streets  SE.,  sold 
for  $408,884,  while  the  basis  of  assessment  amounted  to  $411,630. 

Real  estate  bounded  by  D,  I,  Water,  Third,  and  Tenth  Streets  SW.,  with  an  assessed 
basis  of  $334,153,  sold  for  $316,690. 

In  the  section  bounded  by  Florida  Avenue,  Massachusetts  Avenue,  National  Park, 
Harvard  Street,  Columbia  Road,  and  Fourteenth  Street  NW.,  property  sold  at 
$4,680,577,  the  basis  of  assessment  amounting  to  $4,676,137. 

* The  section  bounded  by  H Street,  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Twenty-second  Street, 
Florida  Avenue,  Fourteenth  Street,  and  Vermont  Avenue  NW.,  showed  sales  aggre- 
gating $10,715,941,  while  the  basis  of  assessment  is  $11,515,872. 

In  1911  real  estate  which  sold  at  $8,407,853  is  assessed  on  a basis  of  $9,322,861. 

In  1912  real  estate  which  sold  at  $9,543,365  is  assessed  on  a basis  of  $10,126,243. 

In  1913  real  estate  which  sold  at  $7,086,025  is  assessed  on  a basis  of  $7,710,519. 

Real  estate  which  sold  in  1914  at  $8,549,032  is  assessed  on  a basis  of  $9,245,643. 

Real  estate  which  sold  in  1915  at  $1,105,874  is  assessed  on  a basis  of  $1,257,295. 

EXEMPT  PROPERTY. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I submitted  an  estimate  as  to  the  value 
of  United  States  property  and  other  exempt  real  estate.  The  amount 
was  as  complete  as  the  assessors  were  able  to  make  it  at  that  time. 
Since  then  other  data  have  been  gathered  in  regard  to  exempt  property, 
particularly  that  owned  by  the  United  States.  Letters  have  been 
addressed  to  the  various  departments  and  responses  have  been 
received  as  to  the  actual  cost  of  most  of  the  public  institutions,  and 
the  following  table  is  submitted  as  showing  the  value  of  all  exempt 
property  in  the  District  of  Columbia: 

Assessed  value  of  United  States  property. 


■ — • 

Land  value. 

Improve- 
ments value. 

Total. 

Main  buildings 

$46,071,274 
17,  767, 301 
65,307,274 
4, 456, 661 

$59,893,000 
23,519, 900 
8, 974, 200 
1,588,950 

$105, 964, 274 
41,287,201 
74,281,474 
6,045,611 

Institutions 

Parks  and  reservations 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

133, 602, 510 

93,976,050 

227, 578, 560 

Assessed  value  District  of  Columbia  property. 


Land  value. 

Improve- 
ments value. 

Total. 

Fire  department 

$121,556 
62,477 
1, 785, 190 
1,784, 566 

$359, 900 
130, 600 
5,425,900 
2, 306, 600 

$481,456 
193,077 
7, 211,090 
4,091,166 

Police  department 

Schools 

Miscellaneous 

Total - 

3, 753, 789 

8, 223, 000 

11,976, 789 

Religious,  educational,  charitable,  and  benevolent  institutions, 
and  all  other  exemptions 

10, 773, 136 
148, 129, 435 

14, 038, 780 
116,237,830 

24,811,916 
264,367,265 
396, 550, 898 

Total  assessed  value  of  all  exempt  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia 

Total  full  value  of  all  exempt  property  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia.   

i 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  total  area  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  69.245  square  miles,  or 
44,316.8  acres.  In  land  there  is  slightly  over  61  square  miles  and  in 
water  about  8 square  miles,  or  about  39,200  acres  in  land  and  5,116 
acres  in  water.  The  original  city  of  W ashington  contained  6,111  acres , 
and  Georgetown  has  about  550  acres,  including  old  additions.  About 
5,550  acres  are  contained  in  all  parks,  large  and  small.  About  one- 
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fourth  of  the  land  area  is  covered  by  a closely  built-up  community 
which  pays  80  per  cent  of  the  District  taxes. 

BUILDING  FACTORS. 

The  following  factors  for  cubic  contents  of  buildings  have  been  used 
as  a guide  to  building  values : 


Shops,  brick $0.06-10.08 

Garages,  brick 06-  . 10 

Stores: 

Ordinary  brick 15-  . 20 

High-class,  brick  and  stone .25-  .30 

Hotels: 

Nonfireproof,  brick 20-  . 30 

Fireproof,  brick  and  stone 30-  . 45 

Apartments: 

4 stories,  brick 18-  . 20 

Fireproof,  brick,  4 or  more  stories 20-  . 30 

High-class,  brick  and  stone 30-  . 40 

Office  buildings: 

Fireproof,  brick  and  stone 30-  . 35 

High-class,  brick  and  stone 40-  . 50 

Dwellings : 

Small  frame 08-  . 10 

Middle-class,  frame 10-  . 15 

High-class,  frame 15-  .20 

Small  brick 12-  . 15 

Middle-class,  brick 15-  .20 

First-class,  stone  and  brick 25-  . 40 

High-class,  stone  and  brick 40-  1.00 


CERTIFICATES  OF  TAXES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  8,715  tax  certificates 
were  issued,  as  against  8,241  in  1914.  A fee  of  50  cents  was  collected 
for  each  certificate,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,357.50. 

In  addition  to  the  certificates  above  mentioned  for  which  a fee  is 
charged  there  have  been,  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  issued  by  this  office 
898  free  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  condemnations  of 
land,  and  tax  deeds,  involving  the  same  care  in  their  preparation  as 
the  regular  certificates  of  taxes. 

WATER-MAIN  DIVISION. 

The  water-main  division  has,  during  the  past  year,  changed  its 
ledger  record  so  that  all  assessments  shall  be  recorded  in  consecutive 
order  by  the  square  and  lot  system.  Our  card  record  is  being  system- 
atized so  that  all  outstanding  accounts  can  be  readily  ascertained  and 
summarized. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  assessments  for  water 
mains  were  levied  in  the  amount  of  $68,910.88,  and  the  collections, 
including  current  accounts  and  arrears,  amounted  to  $54,992.43. 
About  1,645  notices  were  delivered. 

The  notation  of  pending  assessments  of  all  kinds  on  tax  certificates 
requires  a knowledge  of  a technical  nature,  and  this  is  given  very 
careful  consideration. 

Provision  is  made  for  lots  to  be  assessed  on  both  fronts  and  rears, 
and  also  for  corner  lots;  but  it  is  difficult  to  levy  assessments  with 
equity  on  irregularly  shaped  lots.  This  could  be  obviated  by  assess- 
ing these  lots  on  a basis  as  of  100  feet  depth — i.  e.,  not  to  be  assessed 
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for  more  than  100  feet  fronting  on  any  one  street,  nor  to  be  taxed  for 
excess  assessment  on  any  other  front  unless  the  said  lot  shall  be  more 
than  100  feet  in  depth;  in  which  case  said  lot  to  be  assessed  for  its  full 
frontage  with  excess  assessment  for  any  other  front. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  request  for  amendment  to  the  act 
of  April  22,  1904,  in  accordance  with  recommendations  made  by  the 
commissioners  four  years  ago. 

COLLECTION  OF  TAX  ARREARAGES. 

The  question  as  to  the  time  when  a tax  ceases  to  be  a lien  upon 
the  property  against  which  it  has  been  assessed  has  long  engaged  the 
attention  of  this  office  and  has  occasioned  more  or  less  embarrass- 
ment on  account  of  the  conflict  of  opinions  respecting  the  subject. 
There  is  no  specific  statutory  enactment  fixing  a time  limit,  but  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  case  of  the  Balti- 
more & Ohio  Railroad  Co.  v.  The  District  of  Columbia  (3  MacArthur, 
122),  is  often  cited  as  authority  for  restricting  the  period  of  liability 
to  20  years.  The  citation  reads  as  follows: 

In  regard  to  the  length  of  time  for  which  the  company  should  be  held  liable,  we 
are  of  opinion  that  such  liability  reaches  back  a period  of  20  years  from  the  institu- 
tion of  the  present  suit.  It  is  a liability  created  by  statute,  and  nothing  short  of  a 
lapse  of  time  sufficient  to  raise  the  presumption  of  payment  will  exonerate  the  prop- 
erty from  its  liability,  and  that  period  is  20  years. 

Respecting  the  scope  of  this  decision,  the  corporation  counsel, 
under  date  of  February  14,  1900,  held  its  meaning  to  be  that  “Taxes 
of  more  than  20  years’  standing  are  barred  by  limitations  and  can  not 
be  collected.” 

Again,  under  date  of  September  8,  1902,  he  held  the  effect  of  the 
decision  to  be  that  the  tax  was  not  to  be  collected  where  the  District 
had  failed  to  use  its  remedy  for  20  years,  but  where  it  had  not  so 
failed  “no  statute  of  limitation,  nor  any  presumption  of  payment 
from  lapse  of  time,  affects  the  right  given  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  sell  property  for  back  taxes.” 

And,  finally,  under  date  of  December  30,  1913,  it  was  held,  “Writ- 
ers on  the  subject  of  taxation  agree  that  taxes  are  not  subject  to  the 
bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations.” 

In  the  interest  of  a proper  system  of  accounting  it  is  a matter  of 
urgent  importance  that  this  question  be  definitely  settled  as  soon  as 
possible  either  through  congressional  action  or  by  judicial  procedure. 

LICENSES. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  this  office  issued  9,112  mis- 
cellaneous licenses,  amounting  to  $117,407.52,  the  same  being  a 
decrease  of  $1,279.58  over  the  previous  year.  During  the  same 
period  300  barroom  licenses  were  issued,  amounting  to  $450,000,  and 
97  wholesale  licenses,  amounting  to  $77,600,  making  the  total  receipts 
from  liquor  licenses  $527,600. 

The  reason  for  this  decrease  is  as  follows : One  of  the  provisions  of 
the  excise  act  of  March  4,  1913,  required  the  excise  board  to  limit 
the  number  of  barrooms  on  November  1,  1914,  to  300,  this  being  a 
decrease  of  155  barrooms  over  the  previous  year,  and  to  some  extent 
has  caused  a decrease  in  the  revenue  derived  from  miscellaneous 
licenses.  The  number  of  wholesale  liquor  licenses  was  also  decreased 
by  18. 
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On  April  11,  1914,  the  commissioners  issued  an  order  charging  the 
police  department  with  the  due  enforcement  of  the  laws  relating  to 
the  procurement  and  issuance  of  miscellaneous  licenses  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presumably  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
amount  of  revenue  and  believing  it  would  result  in  early  payments 
of  the  license  tax.  The  net  results  so  far  are  about  the  same  as  last 
year. 

Under  existing  law  cigar  dealers  are  required  to  pay  an  annual 
license  tax  of  $12  per  annum,  while  dealers  in  tobacco  other  than 
cigars  are  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  tax.  I would  suggest 
that  the  law  be  amended  and  made  to  apply  to  dealers  in  all  kinds 
of  manufactured  tobacco,  and  would  further  suggest  that  the  amount 
of  tax  of  apothecaries  be  increased  from  its  present  rate  of  $6  to  $25 
per  annum. 

During  the  past  year  367  public  passenger  vehicle  licenses  were 
issued,  and  during  the  same  period  but  328  licenses  for  drivers  of 
public  vehicles  were  issued.  It  appears  that  there  should  be  a driver 
for  each  vehicle,  and  if  a discrepancy  exists  it  should  be  in  favor  of 
the  drivers,  not  the  vehicles. 

Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915  ( not  including  liquor  licenses ). 


Business. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number 

1.  Apothecaries 

$1,455.50 

$39. 50 

249 

2.  Auctioneers 

1,641.67 

325.  03 

18 

3.  Automobile  storage 

2, 420.  31 

$710. 97 

78 

4.  Banks  and  bankers 

2, 000.  00 

500.00 

4 

5.  Billposters 

81.  68 

14.  99 

5 

6.  Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  and  bowling  alleys. 

8, 822.  00 

1, 357.  00 

229 

7.  Boarding  houses 

92.  67 

10.83 

5 

8.  Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants,  etc 

1,345.84 

8.  38 

62 

9.  Cattle  dealers. . . 

276.  25 

95.00 

23 

10.  Commission  merchants . 

1,310.01 

29.  99 

11 . Cigar  dealers . . . 

19, 268.  00 

236.  00 

1,  719 

12.  Contractors  (building) 

1,737.  50 

404. 17 

75 

13.  Carriage  and  wagon  builders 

25.  00 

1 

14.  Confectionery  establishments  .. 

871.  00 

12. 00 

79 

15.  Dealers  in  secondhand  personal  property 

9, 486.  88 

239.  95 

272 

16.  Dealers  in  markets 

2, 509.  67 

167. 16 

515 

17.  Dealers  in  oils  and  gasoline. . 

3,393.  24 

75. 30 

1,769 

18.  Drivers  of  public  vehicles 

328.  00 

1.  00 

328 

19.  Employment  agencies 

462.  50 

216.  68 

19 

20.  Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

3,067.  60 

151.  00 

725 

21.  Fuel  hucksters 

213.  76 

2. 90 

48 

22.  Florists 

752.  50 

71.25 

54 

23.  Hotels 

4, 978.  75 

14.33 

64 

24.  Maturitv  investment  companies 

66.  67 

58. 34 

1 

25.  Laundries 

2, 129.17 

6.  64 

195 

26.  I iverv  stables 

2, 953.  25 

120.  75 

49 

27.  T oan  brokers  . 

500.  00 

250.  00 

1 

28.  Note  brokers. . . 

358.  34 

1,725.00 

4 

29.  Peddlers . . 

464.  63 

143.  76 

51 

30.  Produce  dealers 

7, 678.  50 

118.  50 

710 

31.  Public  halls 

8, 608.  38 

66.  70 

94 

32.  Public  parks 

1, 100.03 

116.  68 

23 

33.  Public  passenger  vehicles 

2, 159.  50 

510. 25 

367 

34.  ^ilroad  ticket  brokers 

125.  00 

20.84 

5 

35.  Restaurants  and  eating  houses 

10,095.  00 

338.  00 

628 

36.  Peal  estate  agents. . 

11,691.  71 

462. 53 

249 

37.  Slot  machines 

68.  67 

37.50 

4 

38.  Theaters... 

750.  00 

50.00 

8 

39.  Transfer  fees . . . 

146.  00 

40.  50 

292 

40.  Undertakers 

1,472.  94 

16.  68 

62 

41.  Washinrton  Stock  Exchange. 

500.00 

1 

Total 

117, 407.52 

3, 738.  26 

5,017.84 

9,122 

Total  receipts  from  licenses.  1913-14 $118, 687. 10 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1914-15 117, 407. 52 


Total  decrease 1, 279. 58 

Receipts  from  wholesale  and  retail  liquor  licenses 527, 600. 00 

Jt.eceipts  from  34  engineer  licenses 102. 00 
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ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

On  August  11,  1915,  a committee  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the 
assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  prepared  and  submitted  a state- 
ment of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive 
of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1917.  The  estimate  is  as  follows: 

Realty  taxes $5,  900,  000 

Personal  taxes 1,  300,  000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 500 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 50,  000 

Fees: 

Superintendent  of  weights,  measures,  and  markets 3,  000 

Surveyor 7,  000 

Health  department  permits 200 

Fees: 

Dog  pound 500 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters 1,  500 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 35,  000 

Water  service  permits 1,  500 

Railing  permits 400 

Fees,  tax  certificates 2,  300 

Building  permits 13,  000 

Electrical  permits 2,500 

Police  court  fines 100,  000 

Juvenile  court  fines 500 

Municipal  court  fees 17,  500 

Liquor  licenses 450,  000 

Plumbers’  licenses 50 

Insurance  licenses 103,  000 

Engineers’  licenses 100 

Dog  taxes 16,  000 

Miscellaneous  licenses 120,  000 

Market  rents 28,  000 

Fish  wharves,  rental 5,  000 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini  buildings 14,  000 

Advertising  taxes - 2,  500 

Street  extensions,  assessments,  and  interest 35,  000 

Public  convenience  stations 1,  500 

Public  crematorium,  fees 200 

Bathing  beach  receipts 500 

Sale  of  old  material 2,  000 

Municipal  lodging  house,  labor  of  inmates 200 

Tuition,  public  schools 100 

Miscellaneous  items 350 

Surplus  fees: 

Recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills 4, 100 

Court  of  appeals 1,500 

Motor- vehicle  tags 15,  000 

Sale  of  old  houses 100 

Workhouse  sales 10,  000 

Motor- vehicle  operators 10,  000 

Assessment  and  permit  work 90,  000 

Elevator  operators 250 

Board  and  maintenance  of  insane  patients 10,  000 

Horse-drawn  vehicle  tags 200 

Railway  tax,  Highway  Bridge 6,  000 

Pipe  lines 500 

Park  improvements 1, 000 

Paving  roadways  (Borland  amendment) 20, 000 


Total 8,351,050 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog 
taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 116,  000 


Total  available 8,  235, 050 
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SUMMARY. 


The  work  of  the  office  has  consisted  in  writing  some  30  tax  ledgers, 
both  real  and  personal,  the  rendition  of  current,  arrears,  and  special 
assessment  bills,  reports  upon  subdivisions  and  tax  certificates,  the 
issuance  of  licenses,  official  action  upon  jackets  and  reports,  and 
transfers  covered  in  instruments  of  conveyance,  which  have  to  be 
noted  upon  the  card  records  as  well  as  the  ledgers.  Extra  work  on 
the  part  of  the  regular  force  has  been  cheerfully  done  in  order  to  keep 
the  records  up  to  date. 

I have  included  in  the  appendix  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s 
office  f«  " 1 1917. 


Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia . 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Appendix. 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1917. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated 1916. 

Estimated 

1917. 

W m.  P.  Richards 

Assessor 

$3,500 

4,000 

$3,500 

C.  M.  Davis 

|2  assistant  assessors,  at  $2,000  each 

J.  T.  Petty 

4,000 

W.  H.  Coombs 

J.  W.  Harkness 

4 clerks,  at  $1,400  each  (including  1 in  arrears  division).. 

5,600 

5,600 

Richard  Hamilton 

M.  G.  Dent 

B.  K.  Winchell 

4 clerks,  at  $1,200  each 

4,800 

4,800 

S.  D.  Gage 

H.  E.  Woodward 

H.  A.  Dameille 

E.  W.  Kinkead 

Ida  Bailey 

D.  W.  Fleming 

7 clerks,  at  $1 ,000  each  (including  1 in  charge  of  records) . 

7,000 

7,000 

M.  L.  Gibbs 

A.  E.  Grant  

Gerald  Blondell 

M.  C.  Fitzgerald 

\2  clerks,  at  $900  each 

1,800 

1,800 

Henry  Naylor 

Mortimer  Clarke 

Draftsman 

1,200 

1,200 

W.  W.  Dent 

Assistant  or  clerk 

900 

900 

A.  L.  Chenev 

License  clerk 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

Claude  D.  Clayton 

Inspector  of  licenses 

1,200 

M.  L.  Granville 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

1,000 

1,200 

1,000 

Wm.  Moten  1 

>2  messengers,  at  $000  each 

C.  H.  Mackall 

1 messenger,  at  $750  1 

\ 

1,350 

1 messenger,  at  $000 

> 

/ 

Alexander  McKenzie. . . 
W.  L.  Beale 

>3  assistant  assessors,  at  $3,000  each 

9,000 

9,000 

E.  W.  Oyster 

J 

A.  F.  Entwisle 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors  

1,500 

600 

1,500 

600 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver  for  board  of  assistant  assessors. . . 
>2  clerks,  at  $720  each 

I.  B.  Manheim 

1,440 

1,440 

D.  M.  Cridler 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

500 

500 

Statement  required  by  section  10  of  sundry  civil  act 
approved  Aug.  1,  1914: 

Expended,  1915— 

2 clerks,  at  $2  per  diem $404 

3 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem  96 

John  T.  Bardroff 

Total 500 

Estimated,  1917— 

1 clerk,  at  $2  per  diem 500 

Record  clerk 

1,500 

1,500 

2,100 

2,000 

600 

Record  clerk  2 

2 clerks,  at  $1,000  each  3 

1 messenger,  at  $600  3 

Total 

47,940 

52,790 

1 This  messenger  has  become  valuable  because  of  bis  18  years’  connection  with  the  office  and  ability 
to  act  partly  as  a clerk.  It  is  believed  this  small  increase  is  more  than  deserved. 

2 One  additional  record  clerk,  intended  as  aid  to  the  board  of  assistant  assessors,  is  requested,  at  $2,100 

Eer  annum.  I believe  that  much  aid  and  necessary  help  would  be  given  to  the  board  if  this  office  had  a 
etter  and  complete  system  for  listing  the  prices  of  the  most  recent  sales  or  transfers  of  real  estate.  The 
best  results  would  be  obtained  by  employing  two  parties  who  are  conversant  with  real  estate  conditions  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  whose  duty  would  be  to  obtain  in  a confidential  manner  prices  of  sales  of 
realty,  and  who  would  keep  strictly  up  to  date  a card  index,  showing  such  prices  and  containing  the  numbers 
of  the  square  and  lot  and  house. 

3  These  clerks  and  messenger  are  needed  as  an  aid  to  the  board  of  assistant  assessors  because  of  the  in- 
creased work  arising  from  the  fact  that  subdivisions  and  parcels  of  ground  and  buildings  have  increased 
from  year  to  year  so  that  the  number  of  accounts  on  our  books  is  far  above  what  it  was  several  years  ago 
and  it  is  difficult  for  the  present  force  to  keep  up  with  the  current  work  of  the  office. 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  ASSESSOE. 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1917 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 


Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 


Appropri-  Estimated 
ated  1916.  1917. 


PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 


E.  M.  Talcott... 

B.  F.  Adams. .. 

F.  A.  Gunther.. 

D.  II.  Edwards. 
K.  C.  Berry.... 

C.  8.  Cotton 

F.  M.  Langston 

E.  B.  Fletcher.. 


•Two  assistant  assessors  of  personal  taxes,  at  $3,000  each 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

Clerk 

Assistant  clerk 

3 inspectors,  at  $1,200  each 

Extra  clerk  hire 


Total 

Statement  required  hy  section  10  of  sundry  civil  act- 
approved  Aug.  1,  1914: 


Expended,  1915 — 

2 clerks,  at  $2  per  diem $50 

1 clerk,  at  $3.50  per  diem 175 

5 clerks,  at  $2.50  per  diem 245 

7 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem 1,530 


SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT 
OFFICE. 


Total 2,000 

Estimated,  1917— 

1 clerk,  at  $2  per  diem 200 

3 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem 1,800 

Total 2,000 


$6,000 


$6,000 


1,800 

1,400 

1,000 


1,800 

1,400 

1,000 


3,600 


3,600 


2,000  2,000 

15,800  15,800 


J.  W.  Daniel 

N.  H.  Stellwag 

W.  E.  Hutchinson... 
W.  H.  De  Shields  i.. 
H.  W.  Hamilton  i... 

L.  Addison 

G.  D.  Holmes 

E.  E.  Fisher 


Special  assessment  clerk. 
■7  clerks,  at  $1,200  each  . . 


2,000 


2,000 


8, 400 


A.  Willige 

Annie  E.  Hudson 
Grace  L.  Schooler. 


5 clerks,  at  $1,200  each. 
2 clerks  at  $1,500  each  1 

|2  clerks,  at  $900  each  . . 
Clerk 

Total 


1,800 


9,000 

1,800 


750 

12,950 


750 

13,550 


1 These  two  clerks  have  been  engaged  for  over  20  years  on  work  in  the  special  assessment  office  requiring 
very  careful  attention  and  a thorough  knowledge  of  a technical  nature  and  have  never  had  an  increase  in 
salary.  The  small  increases  proposed  are  considered  a recognition  of  their  ability  and  devotion. 


The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Wm.  P.  Richards, 

A ssessor,  District  of  Columbia. 


O 


3 0112  078087183 


